Gentamicin retinal toxicity after cataract surgery in an eye that underwent vitrectomy.
A cataract developed in a 23-year-old man 4 months after a vitrectomy to repair a traumatic retinal detachment. An uneventful phacoemulsification was performed, using antibiotic-fortified infusion solution. Afterward, a large area of atrophic retina, consistent with gentamicin toxicity, was observed in the macula. The patient remains stable with 20/200 best-corrected acuity. The authors suggest that because the vitreous had been removed, gentamicin was able to settle over the macula during the entire cataract procedure. Therefore, gentamicin should be used intracamerally with caution, especially in eyes in which vitrectomy has been performed.